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Note:  Income rounded to the nearest $100.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2004 and 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Highlights: Income
Highlights: Income
Median household money income for the nation wasMedian household money income for the nation was 
$44,400 in 2004, unchanged from 2003 in real terms.$44,400 in 2004, unchanged from 2003 in real terms.

The most commonly used measures of householdThe most commonly used measures of household 
income inequality, theincome inequality, the GiniGini index and the share ofindex and the share of 
aggregate income received by quintiles, remainedaggregate income received by quintiles, remained 
unchanged between 2003 and 2004.unchanged between 2003 and 2004.

The real median earnings of both men and womenThe real median earnings of both men and women 
who worked fullwho worked full--time, yeartime, year--round declined betweenround declined between 
2003 and 2004; the female2003 and 2004; the female--toto--male earnings ratiomale earnings ratio 
increased from 76 percent to 77 percent betweenincreased from 76 percent to 77 percent between
2003 and 2004.2003 and 2004.
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2004 and 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Highlights: Poverty
Highlights: Poverty
The official poverty rate for the nation rose fromThe official poverty rate for the nation rose from 
12.512.5 percent in 2003 to 12.7 percent in 2004.percent in 2003 to 12.7 percent in 2004.

The number of people in poverty increased fromThe number of people in poverty increased from 
35.935.9 million to 37.0 million in 2004.million to 37.0 million in 2004.

The poverty rate for children remained unchangedThe poverty rate for children remained unchanged 
between 2003 and 2004 at 17.8 percent.between 2003 and 2004 at 17.8 percent.
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Real Median Household Income:                  Real Median Household Income:                   
1967 to 20041967 to 2004

Note: Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
1968 to 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 3
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Poverty:  1959 to 2004Poverty:  1959 to 2004

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
1960 to 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 4
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Note:  Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2004 and 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Real Median Household Income byReal Median Household Income by 
Race and Hispanic Origin: 2004Race and Hispanic Origin: 2004

No ChangeNo Change$34,200$34,200Hispanic origin (any race)Hispanic origin (any race)

No ChangeNo Change$57,500$57,500AsianAsian

No ChangeNo Change$30,100$30,100BlackBlack

No ChangeNo Change$49,000$49,000White, not HispanicWhite, not Hispanic

PercentagePercentage
ChangeChange

from 2003from 2003

20042004
MedianMedian
IncomeIncome

Race and Hispanic OriginRace and Hispanic Origin
of Householderof Householder
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2004 and 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Poverty Rates by Race and
Poverty Rates by Race and 
Hispanic Origin: 2004
Hispanic Origin: 2004

No ChangeNo Change21.921.9Hispanic origin (any race)Hispanic origin (any race)

-- 2.02.09.89.8AsianAsian

No ChangeNo Change24.724.7BlackBlack

+ 0.4+ 0.48.68.6White, not HispanicWhite, not Hispanic

Percentage PointPercentage Point
Change from 2003Change from 2003

Poverty RatePoverty Rate
(percentage)(percentage)Race and Hispanic OriginRace and Hispanic Origin
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Note:  Income rounded to nearest $100.
*Change from 2003 (income in real terms).  Income decreased and
poverty rate increased in the Midwest.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2004 and 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Median Household Income and
Median Household Income and 
Poverty Rates by Region: 2004
Poverty Rates by Region: 2004

12.612.6$47,700$47,700WestWest

14.114.1$40,800$40,800SouthSouth

11.6 *11.6 *$44,700$44,700MidwestMidwest

11.611.6$48,000$48,000NortheastNortheast

12.7 *12.7 *$44,400$44,400United StatesUnited States

Poverty RatePoverty Rate
(percentage)(percentage)IncomeIncomeAreaArea

**
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Poverty Rates by Age:  1959 to 2004Poverty Rates by Age:  1959 to 2004

Note:  Data for people 18 to 64 and 65 and older are not 
available from 1960 to 1965.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
1960 to 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 8
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
1996, 2004, and 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Changes in Household IncomeChanges in Household Income 
Inequality Measures: 1995 to 2004Inequality Measures: 1995 to 2004

19951995
Percentage Change from:Percentage Change from:20042004Inequality MeasuresInequality Measures

No ChangeNo Change
No ChangeNo Change
No ChangeNo Change
No ChangeNo Change
No ChangeNo Change

No ChangeNo Change

-- 8.58.5
-- 4.54.5
-- 3.23.2

No ChangeNo Change
+ 2.9+ 2.9

Shares of householdShares of household 
income:income:

Lowest quintileLowest quintile
Second quintileSecond quintile
Third quintileThird quintile
Fourth quintileFourth quintile
Highest quintileHighest quintile

+ 3.6+ 3.60.4660.466GiniGini IndexIndex
20032003

3.43.4
8.78.7

14.714.7
23.223.2
50.150.1
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Women’sWomen’s--toto--Men’s Median Men’s Median 
Earnings Ratio and Real Median Earnings Ratio and Real Median 
Earnings:  1960 to 2004Earnings:  1960 to 2004
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Note:  Income rounded to nearest $100.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
1961 to 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 10
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2003 to 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Income and Poverty by State:Income and Poverty by State:
20032003--2004 Average Compared2004 Average Compared
With 2002With 2002--2003 Average2003 Average

Median Household IncomeMedian Household Income Poverty RatePoverty Rate
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2004 and 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Highlights:
Highlights: 
Health Insurance Coverage
Health Insurance Coverage
The number of people with health insurance coverageThe number of people with health insurance coverage 
increased from 243.3 million to 245.3 million in 2004.increased from 243.3 million to 245.3 million in 2004.

The number of people without health insurance coverageThe number of people without health insurance coverage 
increased from 45.0 million to 45.8 million in 2004.increased from 45.0 million to 45.8 million in 2004.

The uninsured rate for the nation did not change,The uninsured rate for the nation did not change, 
remaining at 15.7 percent in 2004.remaining at 15.7 percent in 2004.

The proportion of children without health insuranceThe proportion of children without health insurance 
did not change, remaining at 11.2 percent ordid not change, remaining at 11.2 percent or 
8.38.3 million in 2004.million in 2004.
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Note:  Data for 1999 reflect implementation of follow-up
verification questions.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
1988 to 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

0

10

20

30

40

50

1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001

Number of People Not Covered
Number of People Not Covered
by Health Insurance and
by Health Insurance and 
Uninsured Rate: 1987 to 2004
Uninsured Rate: 1987 to 2004
Numbers in millions, rates in percentNumbers in millions, rates in percent RecessionRecession

15.7%15.7%

45.845.8 
millionmillion

Uninsured rateUninsured rate

Number uninsuredNumber uninsured31.0 million31.0 million

12.9%12.9%

2004
2004

13 



Note:  SCHIP - State Children’s Health Insurance Program.
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2004 and 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Coverage by Type of
Coverage by Type of 
Health Insurance: 2004
Health Insurance: 2004

No ChangeNo Change13.713.7MedicareMedicare

+ 0.5+ 0.512.912.9Medicaid/SCHIPMedicaid/SCHIP

+ 0.2+ 0.23.73.7Military health careMilitary health care

No ChangeNo Change15.715.7UninsuredUninsured

No ChangeNo Change9.39.3DirectDirect--purchase private planpurchase private plan

-- 0.60.659.859.8EmploymentEmployment--based private planbased private plan

Percentage PointPercentage Point
Change from 2003Change from 2003

Coverage RateCoverage Rate
(percentage)(percentage)Type of Health InsuranceType of Health Insurance
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2004 and 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Uninsured Rates by Race andUninsured Rates by Race and 
Hispanic Origin: 2004Hispanic Origin: 2004

No ChangeNo Change32.732.7Hispanic origin (any race)Hispanic origin (any race)

-- 2.02.016.816.8AsianAsian

No ChangeNo Change19.719.7BlackBlack

No ChangeNo Change11.311.3White, not HispanicWhite, not Hispanic

Percentage PointPercentage Point 
Change from 2003Change from 2003

UninsuredUninsured 
RateRate

(percentage)(percentage)
Race and Hispanic OriginRace and Hispanic Origin
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 
2003 to 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.

Health Insurance Coverage by State:Health Insurance Coverage by State:
20032003--2004 Average Compared With2004 Average Compared With
20022002--2003 Average2003 Average

DelawareDelaware
FloridaFlorida
MassachusettsMassachusetts
MontanaMontana

Uninsured RateUninsured Rate
New HampshireNew Hampshire
OklahomaOklahoma
South CarolinaSouth Carolina
TennesseeTennessee In

cr
ea

se
d

D
ec

re
as

ed

IdahoIdaho
New YorkNew York
WyomingWyoming

17 



Income, Poverty, and
Income, Poverty, and
Health Insurance Coverage: 2004
Health Insurance Coverage: 2004

For additional questions, contact:
For additional questions, contact:
Public Information Office
Public Information Office

301301--763763--3030
3030


